An investigation to determine the health status of institutionalised street children in a place of safety in Durban.
This study determines the health profile of institutionalized street children in a Place of Safety in Durban. Fifty black street children who had been institutionalized for a period of not more than fourteen days were interviewed and health assessments were carried out. The children's weights and heights were recorded on growth charts and structured interviews were held. Generally the children were found to be deprived, both socially and physically. Minor health problems were common and some had more serious problems. Recommendations for effective primary health care are put forward.